
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What are the important changes to the Rockland County Volunteer Benefit Act? 

 

There have been several changes, but the most significant is the eligible beneficiaries no longer 

have to meet the IRS definition of a dependent to be eligible as a beneficiary.  A second 

enhancement to the law, is you can now list a primary beneficiary and a contingent beneficiary. 

 

Why can’t I have anyone I want be a beneficiary like I can on a life insurance policy? 

 

This is not a life insurance policy.  This is a unique benefit created by a local law in Rockland 

County.  Life insurance can be used for many purposes, for example, it can be used to fund a 

buy/sell agreement in a partnership, fund a retirement plan, estate planning, or charitable 

giving.  This law was enacted specifically to provide economic assistance to the immediate 

family of a volunteer. 

 

Can I have a domestic partner listed as a beneficiary?  

 

Yes, if they are registered as a domestic partner with the County of Rockland based on Rockland 

County Code 232-2.  

 

Can I list nieces and or nephews as beneficiaries?  

 

No, they are not eligible.  

 

What if something changes in my life and I want to change beneficiaries? 

 

You can change your beneficiaries at any time.  Rockland County will use the most current 

enrollment form on file to determine who the eligible beneficiaries are.  All enrollment forms 

must be notarized and on file with the Rockland County Insurance Department to be valid. 

 

Since the law has changed recently, do I have to complete a new enrollment form? 

 

No.  You only have to complete a new enrollment form if you wish to change your beneficiaries, 

add contingent beneficiaries, or the percentage of the benefit assigned to each beneficiary based 

on the new changes to the law. 

 

If after the initial payment, the primary beneficiary dies or otherwise becomes ineligible 

and there are no other primary beneficiaries and no contingent beneficiaries, then they 

payment will not be continued, is that correct? 

 

Yes, it is not the intent of this law that the benefit becomes part of the estate of the primary or 

contingent beneficiary.  The primary and contingent beneficiary will not be able to designate 

another party to receive the benefit should they die or otherwise become ineligible. 

 

 



 

Does this benefit cover a member during a drill/training, meeting, parade, or fund-raising 

event?  

 

No, it does not. Section 56-11, Definitions addresses ‘Killed In The Line Of Duty’ at an 

emergency call’.  

 

Why does the form have to be notarized?  

 

This was determined by the County Law Department. 

 

Why is a lump sum not an option? 

 

This was determined by the County Law Department and Legislature.   

 

What if I belong to multiple agencies? 

 

If you belong to more than one agency such as a fire department and ambulance corp, Technical 

Rescue team or Haz Mat Team, or are an auxiliary police officer, you must complete a 

beneficiary form for each agency that you belong to.  

 

 

Can we return the complete notarized forms by email? 
 

For the initial batch of forms, we would prefer them to be originals in paper form.  The batch 

can be hand delivered to 50 Sanatorium Road Pomona New York Building A 8th Floor room 

816, or they can be mailed.   

 

For individuals after the first batch, they can be scanned and emailed.  For cyber security 

reasons, we do not open emails from unknown email addresses that have attachments.  Please 

put in the subject line JARED LLOYD LAW ENROLLMENT FORM ATTACHED.  If this is 

not in the subject line, the email will be deleted.  We will respond received if we open the 

email.  If you do not get a response the email was not opened and your enrollment will not 

have been recorded.  The email address is ttorpey@co.rockland.ny.us. 

 
 

 

 

 



 


