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< Rockland County

» Ed Day, Rockland County Executive

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
11 New Hempstead Road
New City, New York 10956
Phone: (845) 638-5122 Fax: (845) 638-5856
Email: CountyExec@co.rockland.ny.us

January 14, 2025

Hon. Kathy Hochul, Governor
State of New York

New York State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul,

I am writing to strongly urge you to appoint Mr. Neil Cosgrove as Rockland County’s representative to the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA) Board. Historically, the New York State Governor has deferred to the local municipality’s
preferred candidate for MTA Board appointments. This tradition aligns with New York’s commitment to home rule, ensuring
local voices guide decisions impacting their residents.

It has been 20 months since Rockland had a representative on the MTA Board. Despite the timely submission of multiple
names for your consideration just weeks after Frank Borelli's resignation in June 2023, Rockland County’s seat remains
vacant. Unfortunately, in the nine months that passed from that submission to your administration’s first review of County
Executive Day’s recommendations, one of our alternate candidates had passed away and circumstances changed for the
other alternate, leaving him unable to serve on the board.

However, Neil Cosgrove'’s steadfast commitment and passion for representing Rockland County remain as strong as ever
and we do not believe we should have to submit any other names, as Neil is very much qualified to serve and meets all
criteria surrounding the law for the board. His candidacy reflects both the will of Rockland’s leadership and his unparalleled
dedication to addressing the unique transportation challenges our community faces.

As you are aware, Rockland County’s representation on the MTA Board is limited to a quarter of a vote, a fact that
underscores the need for the most capable and dedicated advocate in this role. The annual value gap of over $40 million
between what Rockland contributes to the MTA and the services it receives, including the lack of a one-seat ride, highlights
the pressing need for robust representation. Neil Cosgrove is that advocate. His thorough understanding of transportation
policy, his proven ability to engage stakeholders, and his unyielding drive to serve our community make him uniquely
qualified for this position.

I understand that any appointment invites scrutiny, but the fear of potential criticism should not disrupt a long-standing
and effective process. His appointment would ensure that Rockland’s concerns are not only heard but effectively
championed on the MTA Board.

Governor Hochul, I respectfully request that you honor the tradition of deferring to the local municipality’s preference and
appoint Neil Cosgrove to the MTA Board. This decision will reaffirm your commitment to fair representation and equitable
service for all New Yorkers, including the residents of Rockland County.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your favorable response.

Edwin J. Day
Rockland Géunty Executive



